Brackenfield Reading Spine - Year 6

Please see below a list of books you can encourage your child to
read. We have many of these books in school, or alternatively they
would make a great present!

Fireweed by Jill Paton Walsh

Bill is a fifteen-year-old runaway evacuee, and he's finding that surviving on the
streets of London is pretty easy, thank you very much. He's fed by a local cafe
owner, he earns some cash as a barrow-boy in Covent Garden, and sleeping in
the Underground air-raid shelters is cosy - if a bit smelly. Things get more
complicated for Bill with the arrival of Julie. She's a runaway too, and although
she's a bit posh, she's just as determined as Bill to stay free of interfering
parents and 'the social'.

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman

Cameron is thirteen, and all he wants is a 'normal' life - friends, swimming, school,
family. But his life is far from normal. Not every thirteen-year-old desperately needs a
1 new heart because theirs doesn't work properly. Finally, one doctor offers hope.

maloriel _ﬂ Cameron could - if he and his parents agree - take part in a radical and controversial
pl_ackman procedure involving the transplant of a pig's heart into his human body.It's risky. And
== its never been done before . .. While Cameron comes to terms with the idea, he finds
the world around him is much less accepting.

The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no desire to travel far from the
comforts of home; then one day the wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves arrive
unexpectedly and enlist his services — as a burglar — on a dangerous expedition to raid

the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. Bilbo'’s life is never to be the same again.
JR.R. TOLKIEN
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The Machine Gunners by Robert Westall

Chas McGill has the second-best collection of war souvenirs in Garmouth, and he
desperately wants it to be the best. When he stumbles across the remains of a German
bomber crashed in the woods - its shiny, black machine-gun still intact - he grabs his
chance. Soon he's masterminding his own war effort with dangerous and unexpected
results...

The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Rauf

On a perfectly ordinary school day, something extraordinary happens: a boy with pale
skin, lion eyes and a tattered red rucksack walks in. Unable to speak English and
seated at the back of the class, Ahmet 'the refugee kid' becomes the perfect target for
bullies and rumours alike.

But Ahmet has also captured the attention and empathy of a fellow classmate, who
will do anything to help him find his family. Even if that involves a plan - or five, and the
Queen herself!

The Nowhere Emporium by Ross Mackenzie

When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in Glasgow, orphan Daniel Holmes
stumbles upon it quite by accident. Before long, the 'shop from nowhere' -- and its
owner, Mr Silver -- draw Daniel into a breathtaking world of magic and enchantment.
Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel learns the secrets of the Emporium's vast
labyrinth of passageways and rooms -- rooms that contain wonders beyond anything
Daniel has ever imagined.

But when Mr Silver disappears, and a shadow from the past threatens everything, the
Emporium and all its wonders begin to crumble.

The Beast and the Bethany by Jack Meggitt-Phillips

Ebenezer Tweezer is a youthful 511-year-old. He keeps a beast in the attic of his
mansion, who he feeds all manner of things (including performing monkeys, his pet
cat and the occasional cactus) and in return the beast vomits out presents for
Ebenezer, as well as potions which keep him young and beautiful. But the beast grows
ever greedier, and soon only a nice, juicy child will do. So when Ebenezer encounters
orphan Bethany, it seems like (everlasting) life will go on as normal. But Bethany is not
your average orphan ...
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The Railway Children by E Nesbit

When Father goes away with two strangers one evening, the lives of Roberta, Peter
and Phyllis are shattered. They and their mother have to move from their comfortable
London home to go and live in a simple country cottage, where Mother writes books
to make ends meet.

However, they soon come to love the railway that runs near their cottage, and they
make a habit of waving to the Old Gentleman who rides on it.

They have many adventures, and when they save a train from disaster, they are helped
by the Old Gentleman to solve the mystery of their father's disappearance, and the
family is happily reunited.

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
When Percy Jackson is having a bad week. His life has gone from totally normal to
monsters-from-Greek-mythology-randomly-appearing kind of strange. Worse still, the
king of the gods thinks Percy has stolen his all-powerful lightning bolt - and it seems
making Zeus angry is a very bad idea.

Now Percy and his friends have just ten days to catch the true lightning thief and stop
all-out war from erupting on Mount Olympus. ..
What could possibly go wrong?

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden

It is wartime and Carrie and her little brother Nick have been evacuated from their
London home to the Welsh hills. In an unfamiliar place, among strangers, the children
feel alone and find little comfort with the family they are billeted with: Mr Evans, a
bullying shopkeeper and Auntie Lou, his kind but timid sister.

When Carrie and Nick visit Albert, another evacuee, they are welcomed into Hepzibah
GCreen's warm Kkitchen. Hepzibah is rumoured to be a witch, but her cooking is
delicious, her stories are enthralling and the children cannot keep away. With Albert,
Hepzibah and Mister Johnny, they begin to settle into their new surroundings. But
before long, their loyalties are tested: will they be persuaded to betray their new
friends?

Wonder by RJ Palacio

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice
cream, playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make
other ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at
wherever they go.

Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents
his whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading
it. All he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's just
like them, underneath it all?



