
Please see below a list of books you can encourage your child to
read. We have many of these books in school, or alternatively they
would make a great present!

Brackenfield Reading Spine - Year 5 

Varjak Paw by SF Said

Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

When Charles and Meg Murry go searching through a 'wrinkle in time' for their lost
father, they find themselves on an evil planet where all life is enslaved by a huge
pulsating brain known as 'It'.

Meg, Charles and their friend Calvin embark on a cosmic journey helped by the funny
and mysterious trio of guardian angels, Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who and Mrs Which.
Together they must find the weapon that will defeat It.

When Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong set up their very own secret detective agency at
Deepdean School for Girls, they struggle to find any truly exciting mysteries to
investigate. (Unless you count the case of Lavinia’s missing tie. Which they don’t.)

Then Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss Bell, lying dead in the Gym. She
assumes it was a terrible accident – but when she and Daisy return five minutes later,
the body has disappeared. Now Hazel and Daisy not only have a murder to solve: they
have to prove one happened in the first place.

Determined to get to the bottom of the crime before the killer strikes again (and
before the police can get there first, naturally), Hazel and Daisy must hunt for evidence,
spy on their suspects and use all the cunning and intuition they can muster. But will
they succeed? And can their friendship stand the test? 

Varjak Paw is a Mesopotamian Blue kitten, who lives high up in an old house on
a hill. He's never left home, until he receives a mysterious visit from his
grandfather who tells him about The Way - a secret martial art for cats. Now
Varjak must use the Way to survive in a city full of dangerous dogs, cat gangs
and, strangest of all, the mysterious Vanishings. 
With stunning illustrations from acclaimed graphic artist Dave McKean, this
award-winning story has become a modern classic. 



Oranges in No Man’s Land by Elizabeth Laird

Since her father left Lebanon to find work and her mother tragically died in a shell
attack, ten-year-old Ayesha has been living in the bomb-ravaged city of Beirut with her
granny and her two younger brothers. The city has been torn in half by civil war and a
desolate, dangerous no man's land divides the two sides. Only militiamen and tanks
dare enter this deadly zone, but when Granny falls desperately ill, Ayesha sets off on a
terrifying journey to reach a doctor living in enemy territory.

Time Travelling with a Hamster by Ross Welford

On Al Chaudhury’s twelfth birthday his beloved Grandpa Byron gives him a letter from
Al’s late father. In it Al receives a mission: travel back to 1984 in a secret time machine
and save his father’s life.
Al soon discovers that time travel requires daring and imagination. It also requires lies,
theft, setting his school on fire and ignoring philosophical advice from Grandpa Byron.
All without losing his pet hamster, Alan Shearer…
Time Travelling With a Hamster is a funny, heart-warming race-against-time – and
across generations – adventure that you will won’t be able to put down.

Why the Whales Came by Michael Morpurgo

Gracie and her friend Daniel have always been warned to stay away from the Birdman
and his side of the island. But then they find a message in the sand and discover the
Birdman is not who they thought.
But his warnings to stay away from the abandoned and cursed Samson Island stay
with them. And when those warnings seem to be coming true, Gracie and Daniel must
find out what the Birdman knows – before it's too late . . .

Coraline by Neil Gaiman

There is something strange about Coraline's new home.
It's not the mist, or the cat that always seems to be watching her, nor the signs of danger
that Miss Spink and Miss Forcible, her new neighbours, read in the tea leaves. It's the other
house - the one behind the old door in the drawing room.

Another mother and father with black-button eyes and papery skin are waiting for
Coraline to join them there. And they want her to stay with them. For ever. She knows that
if she ventures through that door, she may never come back.

This deliciously creepy, gripping novel is packed with glorious illustrations by Chris Riddell,
and is guaranteed to delight and entrance readers of all ages. 



Journey to River Sea by Eva Ibbotson

Maia, an orphan, can't wait to reach her distant relatives a thousand miles up the
Amazon. She imagines a loving family with whom she will share great adventures.
Instead she finds two spiteful cousins who see the jungle as the enemy and refuse to
go outdoors. But the wonders of the rainforest more than make up for the hideous
twins and their parents.

 And when Maia meets a mysterious boy who lives alone on the wild river shores, she
begins a spectacular journey to the heart of an extraordinary and beautiful new world. 

A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness

Conor has the same dream every night, ever since his mother first fell ill, ever since she
started the treatments that don't quite seem to be working. But tonight is different.
Tonight, when he wakes, there's a visitor at his window. It’s ancient, elemental, a force
of nature. And it wants the most dangerous thing of all from Conor. It wants the truth.
Patrick Ness takes the final idea of the late, award-winning writer Siobhan Dowd and
weaves an extraordinary and heartbreaking tale of mischief, healing and above all, the
courage it takes to survive. 

Hacker by Malorie Blackman

When Vicky's father is arrested on a charge of stealing over a million pounds from the
bank where he works, she is determined to prove his innocence. Helped by her brother
and his best friend, Vicky decides to try to find the real thief by hacking into the bank's
computer system. 

Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver

6,000 years ago, the land is one dark forest. Its people are hunters and gatherers. They
know every tree and herb and they know how to survive in a world steeped in
enchantment, menace, and powerful magic. Until an ambitious and malignant force
conjures up a demon; a demon so evil that it can be contained only in the body of a
ferocious bear; a demon so hungry for death that it slays everything it sees; a demon
with the potential to destroy the world. Only Torak and his wolf companion can save
the world. 

The Bubble Boy by Stewart Foster

Eleven-year-old Joe can't remember a life outside of his hospital room, with its beeping
machines and view of London's rooftops. His condition means he's not allowed outside,
not even for a moment, and his few visitors risk bringing life-threatening germs inside
his 'bubble'. But then someone new enters his world and changes it for ever.

The Bubble Boy is the story of how Joe spends his days, copes with his loneliness and
frustrations, and looks - with superhero-style bravery, curiosity and hope - to a future
without limits. 


